LIFE SkETCH OF YAZHAKbN^AM VASUDE}AN NAMBUDIRI

His first public address was at Vivekodayam school, Trichur,
in 1098. He had been invited to give a talk based on religious
aspects. He attracted the audience with interpretations of ideas
of bhakti mingled with humour harmoniously. He was requested
to give a series of lectures in connection with Bhagavata. To
make it most convenient and helpful for employees and students,
Vazhakunnam agreed to arrange the talks from 7.30 a.m. to
9 a.m. at Trichur Koottampala for a period of 41 days.

There, on one day Vazhakunnam was talking on
Vilvamangalam. One of the bhaktas came up with the remark
that the Naduvil Math, where Vilvamangalam9 s samadhi had taken
place, was nearby. He also spoke of its sanctity. Vazhakunnam
realised it and so after the day's lecture, went there with the silent
audience. The unexpected pilgrimage was a source of inspiration
and excitement for them. The scene was visualised by the public
with respect and anxiety.34 This incident throws light on
Vazhakunnam's character. He was strict to his words. He acted
what he preached and preached only that he would act. He lived
a life befitting a Bhagavata preacher and was humble and simple
in his outlook.

Once Vazhakunnam gave a talk in a public function held at
Tiruvegappura on behalf of Tilak Samaj. There he talked rather
in a political vein quoting the story of prahlada, whom he

34. Ibid.,p.l5L
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